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Besntrates on eco taurism in Karnataka
Components of Ecotourism

of ccotourism have  stated

Al definitions
expenenced and recogmzed by scholars or visitor
shows that the concept and definiton of ecotourism 8
derved from seven components. These are :-

. Contributes 1o the conservation of biodiversity.

e Sustains the well being of local people

e Includes an interpretabion/lesrning experience.

e Involves responsible action on the part of TOUrss
P

and the tourism industry
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Is delivered primarily to small groups by small- Ecology and Environment - Constitutions:
scale businesses. The State is constitutionally bound to ensure the

Requires lowest possible consumption of non- protection of environment in all walks of life. With this

renewable resources. objective, the Department of Ecology & Environment was ‘
suresses  local  participation, ownership  and established in the year 1981 in the State. The Department
pusiness opportunities, particularly for rural looks after the formulation of policics aad ensures the
people implementation of the rules, regulations, guidelines and
instructions for the protection of environment and
nciples of eco tourism ecology. Interdepartmental environmental issues leading
People who implement and participate in ecotourism to conservation and protection of enviroament are also i
vives should adopt the (following ecotourism bring co-ordinate. The Departmen: of Ecology and
nciples: Environment is at the secretariat level and is assisted by H
»  Minimize physical,  social, behavioral,  and the following institutions in discharging of its functions li
psychological impacts. 1) KarnatakaSiate Pollution Control Board (KSPB) 3
PBuild environmental and cultural awareness and 2)  Karnataka Bio-diversity Board (KBB) 4
respect. i 4} Karnataka Lake Conservation and Development
Provide positive experiences for both visitors and Authority (KLCDA) B
Jocal people. 4) Environment Management & Policy Research 1
Institute (EMPRI)
Provide direct financlal benefits for environmental 5) Karnataka State Coastal Zone Management
ervation Authority (KSCZMA)
Generate tinancal beanchits tor both local people ) State Environment Impact Assessment Authority
and private indusiry (SEIAA)
Dehiver memorashle interpretative expet s Lo Major Initiatives by Karnataka Government in
visitors that help rase seasitivity ta hnst countries’ tourism i
pohitical, environmental and social cimates Karnataka State  Tourist Development ‘
nstruct and aperate low impact faclities. Corporation set up in the year 19 to provide basic
Ecotourism initiative in Karnataka: Xarnataka is a hale needs of accommodation and transport facilities to the
India because it has everything as India Iike, ng tourists at tourst destinations.
e r (tes. breathtaking ) tanien Jungle Lodges & Rexorts Lt Set up v 1980 10 |
. 1 v ‘ e beo & Adventure Touriem aw 1
se J ' ! coter olo 1 Lty
feut t ! } ol e ! stasae b e Do Antho o Mysorn pon
drase 1} v ' . precsd ot 1t o ' Pore, iierstur cacr and
K ! ' . ! ol Hetiens/ tag
1 ! MRS ' iroatako 1 ournsy v 1 hrou \E] i
a N k& ! ' 1t i o he Departn I Tourt
' . u TR o th
. ) ) Minore. the beac Providing concessi and suboidios to tor
picturesque kEn G 1" My ! '_F Pt " perators i the tourism sector sosluding megs
Karwar, the sun sering o it Agumb e to N projects urder the New Tounsm Policy 2015-20
architectural beauty at Badane Athole and Pattadakal, the
tall monolithic Gometeshwar statue at Shravana selagola Enabling investment i state lourism  sector
snd Karkal, the mystical Hampi, the world renowned through aarnataka Tourism Trade Facilitation Bill
Hoy temples at Belur and  Halebidu, dome of Cauvery Tourism development suthonty has
Golgumbaz at Bijapur, and the bid sanctuary at seen lormed for the comprehensive Developrment of
Ranganatittu, etc. Among the visitors 1o the sanciuaries lourisim facihties in Myseru, Mandya, Chamarajanagara
dunng the year 2016-17, 99.45% are domestic visitors and Kodagu districts
while 0.56% are foreigners and during the year 2017-18 Proposals to establish cable cars at Nandi Mills,
(upto Nov. 2017), 99.17% are domestic visitors while Ml ugirs, Chamundi Hills, and Kemmannuguadi Hills
0.679 are foreigners. Maximum number of foreign tourist Identification of 46 destinations under a project
visited Nagarahole National Park followed by Bandipus Jled Adoption of Taurist destinations
and Ranganathittu Hird Sanchuary
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Allowing crulse touriun at various ports like
Belekeri Port. Malpe Port, Karwar Port. Tadn Port. and
new and old Mangalore Ports.

Implementation of Rating Agencies (o assess the
ce providers in the Tourism industry.

Providing infrastructure & facilities at tourist
destinations through Karnataka Tourism Infrastructure
Limited
Certain Mandatory Requirements For Eco-Tourism

Department of Tourism (DoT) has spelr out for
catities operating Ecotourism destinations. Ecotourism
activities to be dentified and  developed at any
destination shall be site-specific ie. dependent upon the
potential of the particular site being developed. Following
are the activities and facilities that may be undertaken for
promoting an area as an ecotourism destination within
the State.

e Nature Camps: Camping sites identified  for

ecotourism actvities should be provided with basic

facilities to enable the tourists to « in natural
surroundin either solely to experience  the
wilderness or additionally lor partcipating 10
ther actvinies requinng overnight stay in forests

on. Accommodation that

- Leo-friendly Accommod.
cootourism destinaton

would be develuped n
houid be ‘eco-friendly’, 1€,
I. They should be bullt with locally available

materia.
2 Should make use of Tenewable resouroe
. Should adopt 2l sustainable salvtions

ch as wate

g ete. Above all the entire

T d Whote I the tevenue of the

et setston cock Stafl a4
v iy youth <hauld De appropriately
srained 0wt as Nature pdes I Naturahists
s to assist visitors durng wildlife vie 7 and
trekking,

o Wildlife Viewing and River Cruise. Wildide viewing

n eco-frendly wehicles or on elephant backs
should be promoted 3t apprupriate sites lor
observing wikdlfe.

s Adventure Sports. Facilities for adventure sports
such a3 rock climbing rappelling and parasailing
along with water sports such as viver rafting,
boating and canceing should be developed n

consuhation and cooprration with experts and the
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cuvities including interpretation centers, trel

vitute walks, Liking, bird watching, —m o The
anghinge herbal creater. adventure sports ebd Entent
sl scale, depending rea Mega
loped For this purpose. existing public fag reimb
ban locahities could alvo be utilized Relmburser
Vicitor Interpretation nters . 00%
taton tacihites should be strengihe mach
complete aformanen to visiters Tour

cocopumodate the regquirements of various clases
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caunteccould alse be developed based on sped = cha
requirements of a site provided the activity . Pay
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. peentives/concessions 1o encourage entitics to
Adcvelop this segment. These are set outin various
sections/clauses:
jghts of Tourlsm Policy
Jtaka Tourism Policy 2015 - 2020
stment Promotion Subsidy
B 2ctual quantum of investment subsidies eligible for a
pojoct would depend on the extent of the equipment
heing wtilized for providing tourism related activitios.
Sramp Duty & Concessional Rate

. S09% - 1009% payment on Stamp Duty to be
exempted
+ Aconc essional rate of INR 1.00 per INR 1.000
" rransfer of Land on Lease Basls

. for development of tourism infrastructire

projects, government land could be leased to the
private developer / entrepreneur for a period of 30

years. ronewable by another 30 years on a case to

case basis

Cxemption on Entry Tax

- The payment of Fatertanment Tax by
sment Parks that are dassified as Ultra
ojects and Super Mega Projects shall be
srsed.

geimbursement of Entertainment Tax

. 1007

exemption on enlry f@x on plant &
machinery and capitsl goods for develapment of
Tounsm Projects

Exemption on Luxury Tax

« Exemption o actual room charges of TNR 5,000 o
helow per dov, ne luxurs ¢ 14 ne snplicabl

Exemption on Motor Vchicle Tax

proponents ‘n K Ve
Facuei L " t

1 Motor I Relmibursement t

Entertainment Tas bxemption on Luxury Ta

Interest-Free Loan

vall be sanctianed as

. 100% of Value Added Tax

\nterest free loan for Mega, Ulira Mega, Super Mega

projects.

Concessions for Homestays

«  Exemption from Luxury Tax on actual room
charges of INR 5000 and below per day

+  Payment of elecmiaty and water charges at
jomestic taniffs

+ Property tax rates as pre .cnbed for residential

purposes
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Development Rights for Heritage Buildings (DRIB)

«  Development of heritage buildings for tourism {
related activities shall be cligible for the award of
development rights certificate from the local body
concerned,

Conclusion

The tourism industry in Karnataka has wvast
potential for employment and earning large sums of
foreign exchange for the state. This industry has also
contributed towards overall economic development and
cocial development. The growing tourist demand s
already exerting pressure on our natural and other
resources. Unless. attention is paid now for developing
tourism  in  ecologically sustainable  manner and !
maintaining enviranmental integrity, It may well cavse
\rreparable damage. Communities are part of ceotourism
and these community residents should have
the conservaton of their naturel

ccosystem

the greatest voice 3
resources. The concept of sustainable Hurism

development spans a very broad spectrum of issu

s all of

which have a bearing on the decisions of developag
countries’ tourtsm policymakers mus pidress in the very

near future 1o both, the Central and the State
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