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Abstract 

eDEdrg y he Worid Iour 

Organization (WIOJ 1voives travellng to re 
undesEurbed hatural eas wth the sprcifled 

the c studying. admiring and enjoyig t 
iral aspect: plants and anims, as well as a 

nd d in these areas. The (hoth the past or the present) 
ien thus. calls for n atural 

key element of eCO-touT atraon for the eco-tourists, 
environ ment as he : impt on t he ecosyste. At he 

the ivolvernent of the local community lies at 

of ecotourisn for maintaining the ccological 

balance of a particular place. in Karhataka the distris of 
southern distrcts have che Western Ghats arrd he 

popuar cco toursn locations Sorme of the popular 

locaions 
indude Kudre mukh, Madikeri and Agu mbe.The 

Karnataka state tourism has chosen lungle 

ntal or ecoiog1cal tourism is a forrt Eco toturismn also referred as rDv 
tral or ccologtcal areas to pprciat the 

tourisT. w ,of the rnvironment, wh1le not disturbirg the intrzaty 
COra n nd rating ceonomic opportunities that ake conservaton 

utection of natural resources advantageous tu local peopte.ction 
destinations where Nora, fauna and cuinural nemt throuch senstg 
Ecotourisn also minimeopreserve local culture. lora and fauna 3 
touriSts a Ources of !e statc. The Karnataka state tourism has chosen l anpe 

Lodges 3nd Resorts to conservr ecolo and wildiife because of its re 

comnitment to preseve wildliTe ana proete ottfn nch 
md water pollution 3 inore n maketattst all ts eco -tourfsy 

ttattons 

Journal Home Page: wwwkaavpublicatienaorg 

xlges and 

nd wiidiite ecuse of its 

L3f Tn r*ve nt to preserve itúife and to 
3ir aTd Iroin deforestation, 
maialy 

3 

onetlT Ates oheco touris in Karnataka 

Components of Ecotourism 

papeT 

stated have ccotourisns AI definitions of 
xperenced and recognized by scholars or visito 

shows that the concept and definitdon of ccotourism 

denved from seven components. These are 
Contributes to he conservation of biodiversity. 

Sustains the well beisg of loal peopl 

Cepyrght 2019 Koav Pubikotions Deihs ndia 

Includes an interpretation/learning experncnce. 

Involves sponsible action on the part of tpurists 

and the ourism industry 
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Principles of eco tourism 

Is delivered prímarily to small groups by small 
scale businesses. 

A Unit of Baldwin Method1st Educational Society 

Requires lowest possible consumption of non 
renewable resources. 

Balomin Methoàist College 

Srresses local participation, ownership and 

business opportunities, particularly for ural 

people 

(Affiliated to Bengaluru City University -Recognised by Govt of Karnataka, India) 

he People wbo implement and partiipate in ecotDurism 
should adopt the following ecotourism Hctivthes 

Jprinciples: 

BANG ORE2 

Mininíze physical, social, behavioral. and 
psychological impacts. 

Buld cnvironmental and cultural awareness and 
respect. 

Provide pasitive experiences for both vísitors and 

local people. 
Provide direct financial benefits for cnvironmental 
conservation 

Generate tihatc hal benclits tor both local people 
and private industrv 

drax the Dso 

Bandiur 

Dci:ver memorahle inte rpretative experiences to 
VISitors that heip rase setsitivity ta rst (Duntries 
pohtcal, envronmental. and social dimates 
Design, construct and aperate lowimpat faclities 

Ecotourism initiative in Karnataka: Karnataka is a litie 

India because it hus everyth1ng as lndia like. world 
bes:ta Le breathta k1ng bl staion, spertaular 

watesgailc, uti lt, t L:hihg tvcrture onticns 

.wrd t 

SItes 

ecgtig pre sd 

-tr.riselie he ritolent ie ajy at Stharavati: 
at [ogfalls 
Picturesque BrindAvan sarden t Myute, the beates uf 

the s Un seting scrne it Agumbe, he fahsos 
architectural beauty at BadarnL Aihole and Pattadakal, tbe 

tall roonolithic Go1eteshwar statue at Shravanabelagola 
and Karkal, the nystica l Hampi. the worid rrnuwned 

at Belur and Haicbidu, doie HoysalLa temples dome of 

at Bijapur. Golgunbaz and the bird sanctuary at 
Ranganatittu, etc. Among the visitots to the sanctuaries 
dunng the vear 2016-17, 9945% are donestic visitors 

whlle 0.56% are foreigners and during the year 2017-1H 
(upto Nov. 2017), 99,1396 are domestic visitors while 
0,67% are forcigners. Maxin um nunber cf foreign tourist 
Visited Nagarahole National Park foilowed by Bandipus 

and Ranganathittu Hird Sanctuary. 

Ecology and Environment- Constitutions: 
The State is constítutionally bound to ensure the 
protection of environnent in all walks of life. With this 
objective, the Departnent of Ecology & Environment was 
established in the year 1981 in the State. The Depart1nent 
looks after the formulation of policies and ensures the 
implenmentation of the rules, regulations, guidelines and 
instructions lor the protection of environment and 
ecology. Interdepartmental environmental issues leading 
to consevation and protectíon of enironment are also 

ing co-ordinate. The Department of Ecology anc being 
Environment t is at the secretariat level and is assisted by 

1) 
2) Karnataka Bio-diversity Board (KBB) 
3) 

4 

Karnataka Lake Conservation and Development 
Authority (KLCDA) 
Environ rment Managenent & Policy Research 

Institute (EMPRI) 
5) Karnataka State Coastal Zone Management 

Authority (KSCZMA) 
) State Environrnent Impat Assessnent Authority 

(SEIAA) 

Major Initiatives by Karnataka Government in 
tourism 

Karnataka State TourisIm Development 

Corporation set up in the year 197! to provide basic 
necds of accommodation and transport facilities to the 

[ungle Lodges & Resorts Ltd Set up in 1 980 t 
nrunatr Fco & Atenture 

alot hrnk through ehis:tohs/ tat 

Koraatks Iout Sm VIston Group has 
o utet toI iTh the DepartEHOt ol Touristi 

Providing concessich5 and subsidies 1o investor 

and operators in he tourism ertor nclud1ng nea 
tour:s projets under the New Tourism Policy 201S-20 

Enabling investmet Sstate tounsm setor 

Cauvery Tourism development authornty ha 
bren forned for the comprehensive Developnent of 
Tourisn fac1ities in Mv Mandya, Chamnarajanagara 
and Kodagu districts. 

4 

Proposals to establ1sh cable cars at Nandi Hills, 
Mathug1r, Chamund1 Hills, and Kemrnannugundi Hlls. 

ldenification of 46 destinations under a project 
called Adopuon af Tourist destinations 

Joura) Home Page www.kaavpublscatians.org Corrrig ht 20 I9 Kaav Puhlicutians, Delh, ndia 3S0 
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che followng institutions in discharging of its functions. 
Karnataka State Pollution Control Board (KSPB) 

Visiting tourists at tourist destin ations. 

through Karnataka Tourism Trade Facilitation Bl. 



Altowing ruise touriun at varlous ports like 
Belekeri Port, Malpe Port, Karwar Port. Tadri Port and 
new and old Mangalore Ports. 

ImpBemnentation of Rating Agencies to assess the 
service providers in the Tourism industry. 

Baldwin Methadist College 

Providing infrastructure & facilities at tourist 
destinations through Karnataka Tourisn Infrastructure 
Limited. 

Certain Mandatory Requirements For Eco-Tourism 

A Unit of Baldw1n Method1st Educational Society 

(Affilated to Bengaluru City University -Recognised by Govt of Karnataka, India) 

ANGALO 

Department of Tourism (DoT) has spelt out for 
eatities operating Ecotourism destinations. Ecotourism 
activities to be identified and developed at any 
destination shall be site-specific i.e. dependent upon the 
potential of the particular site being developed. Following 
are the activities and facilities that may be undertaken for 
promoting an area as an ecotourismn destination within 
the State. 

Nature Canps: Camping sites identified for 

rotouris m actIVIties should be provided with bask 
faciliies to enable the tourists to stay in natural 
surroundings either solely to experience the 

wilderness, ur dtitIonally lor participating in 
c ther Dcuies rcquinng overnight stay in forests 
Eco-frie ndiy Accommodation. Áccommodation that 
would be deyeloped in an cotourism dest1natbon 

1. They should be built with locally available 
material 

2 Should make use ofrenewable resoures 

-ltotnis 

3. Should adopt erological sustainable solutions 

SerCs elted 
TTekkig 33 

Such as water hanvestIng etc. Abuve alL the enture 

concet should ontuhte to the trvetur of the 

itur 

vart ng dsta hu gudrt natie trails shoud 
onsure that thyCause mun h. ni/ne disturbance to 

persons, speally youth should.be approprateiy 
trained 'o stt as Nature Gurdes Jtd Naturalsts su 

as to assist yisitors during wildlife viewing and 

trekking, 
Wldjife Viewng and River Cruse. Wildite viewing 
in eco-friendly vehices or on elephant backs 
sho ukd be promoted at apprupriate sites tor 
observng wiidlfe. 
Adventure Sparts. Faciities for adventure sports 
such as rock cimbing, rappelling and parasailing 
along with water sports such as river rafting 
boating and canoeing should be developed in 
Consutation and roperatíon with cxperts and the 

concerned department or ogency hv 
over the water bodies. 

Angling Angling facilities for Mahascot 
Suitable fish species, strictly on a cattelaos basis, should bc developed only on suieia 
water bodies lowing hrough or alo t 
areas in consulcation with the 
Department. lf necessary, water bodic 
artiicially stocked by rearing and rela 
seed in to the rivers that have been depett 
target species over tíme. 
Herbal Ecotourism: Herbal ecotourism 

at locations hav made the thrust areas only 
herbal heritage. Traditional 

practices of such locations could be ero 

based on these, authentic herbal input 
approprnate certifications and recognidon co oita4 
made available to the tourists. 
Urban Ecotouristn through Eco-Parks: In orvt 
promote urban ecotourism rism ecoparks could. 
develoned i 1 various urb.n centers. Such Eco 

should ontain provsions far various ccotoar 
activites including nterpretaion centers, trekA 

bik1g bird watch1ng ampin n ature walks 

angling herbal center, adventure sports eto r 
sILall scale. depending upon tie area ben 

developcd For this purpose, exist1ng public pas 
in urban localites coul alo br utilized 
ViSitor It:tertretation Centers Exstiog 

interpretal:on failitbes should be strengthenc 
provide complete foraner tu WISitors 

rich 

th f. 
oliege 

Journal Home Page www.kaavpublications.org Coyright 2o19 Kuav Puhlicotions, DeIhL tndia 

4rtat itg as are ness ATm orgst sctool 
Ludeits LUmunities 

LHNtaln 
añd 

alion. Varous reals that 
otld e adopted edia anpalgrs 

tormanon of eco-clubs at schools and colleges 
exposure visafs fo destinations, d1splays 

hoardings. communty centers etc. New and 
.nnovative znethods shall also be encouraged. 

hier Faaities: Facilities for any other cco-Iriends 
aviles could also be developed based on specita 
requiremcnts of a site provided the activity 
compatoble with the ovezll objertives of this policy 
and ia conformance with the vaovs standards ard 
gutelines laid down in this regard. d Incentive 
and Concessions To create awareness of che 
concept af Eco-tourism, DoT has offered several 

5 
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VGALORE 

incentives/concessions to encourage entities to 
develop this segment. These are set out in various 

-ldauses: sections/ 

ilghts of Tourlsm Policy 
romataka Tourism Policy 2015- 2020 
nvestment Promotion Subsidy 

Balòwin Methodist College 

t actual quantum of investmnent subsidies eligible for a 
eiet would depend on the extent of the equipment 

being utilized for providing tourism related activities. 

Samp Duty & Concessional Rate 

(Affiliated to Bengaluru City University - Recognised by Govt. of Karnataka, India) 

5086 - 100% payment on Stamp Duty to be 

exempted 
A concessiona! rate of NR 1.00 per INR 1.000 

Transter of Land on Lease Basis 

For developnent tourism infrastructure 
projects, government land could be leased to the 

[xemption on Entry Tax 

Drivate developer /enreprC 

The 

years, renewable by another 30 years on a case to 

case basis. 

pavmecnt 

A Unit of Baldwin Methodist Educotional Society 

of Entertainient 

Reimbursement of Entertainment Tax 

Exe mption on Luxury Tax 

Entertainment Parks that are cassified as Ultra 
Mega Projects and Super Mega Projets shal be 

reimbursed. 

Interest-Free Loan 

10096 cxemption on enty tax on plant 
machinery ad capital goods for develapment of 

TourisTn Projects. 

Tax 

.temption on ictual room churgos of INR 5000 or 
1weld he a1pl1cable beloy Der dav, no 1xur tx 

Exemption on Motor Vehicle Tax 

by 

New ehide put hact 
proponents L Ksrhatk t rsihg ut tourism 

eluted sUilie shal t piet frotn psyenf 

Reititurscment of Mlotor Vehide I 

Concessíons for Homestays 

purposes 

100% of Value Added Tax shall be sanctianed as 

interest free loan for Mcga, Ultra Mega. Super Mega 

projects 

Payment of electriity and water 

domestic tariffs 

Exemption from Luxury Tax on actual rOOn 

charges of INR 5000 and below per day 
charges at 

Property tax rates as prescnbed for residential 

Development Rights for Heritage Ruildings (DRHD) 

Conclusion 

Development of heritage buildings for tourism 
related activities shall be cligible for the award of 
development rights certificate from the local body 
concerned. 

The touris1 industry in Karnataka has vast 
potential for employmnent and earning large sums of 

This industry has also foreign exchange for the 
contributed tOWards overal) eçonomic development and 

sorial development. The gOwing tourist demand is 

already exerting pressure on our natural and other 
resources. Unless attention is paid now for developing 

and Imanner ecologically sustainablec tourisn in 
znaintaining environnental integrity,. it may well cause 
Irreparable damage. Comnuniies are par of crotourism 
ecosyste ms, and these comnuniv residents shou!d have 

the greatest volcc in the conservabon of their natural 

The of sustainable concept 
development spans a very broad spectrum of issues all of 
whch have a bearing on the decisions of developag 

resources. 
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